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AARR: Annual average of reduction rate
U5MR: Under-five mortality rate

2.7 million children under age five died in 2019. The risk of a
child dying before completing five years of age is still highest in
the WHO African Region (73 per 1000 live births). With the
current AARR of 3%, U5MR in the African Region is not on track
to meet the SDG target, with 54 per 1000 live births expected in
2030”. Therefore, if the pace of decline does not increase, it may
not be until 2055 that Africa will hit the 25 per 1000 live births
mark. By that time, about 142 million children in the Region will
have lost their lives.

About 49.5 million children would
be saved in 2030, if the  WHO African
Region  and its partners put in place
accelerated measures to reduce the
U5MR by about 9.7% annually from
its 2019 value.
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979 thousands babies under age 28 days
died in 2019. The neonatal mortality rate
per 1000 live births  in the African region
was estimated at  25.8. With the current
AARR of 2.6%, NNMR in the African
Region is not on track to meet the SDG
target, with 19.3 per 1000 live births
expected in 2030”. Therefore, if the pace
of decline does not increase, it may not be
until 2048 that  Africa will hit the12 per
1000 live births mark. By that time, about
49 million babies in the Region will have
lost their lives.

About 17 million babies would be saved
in 2030, if the  WHO African Region  and
its partners put in place accelerated
measures to reduce the NNMR by about
7% annually from its 2019 value.

AARR: Annual average of reduction rate
NNMR: Neonatal mortality rate
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TARGET 3.2: By 2030, end preventable deaths of newborns and
children under 5 years of age, with all countries aiming to reduce
neonatal mortality to at least as low as 12 per 1,000 live births and
under-5 mortality to at least as low as 25 per 1,000 live births Integrated African Health

Observatory (iAHO)

INDICATOR 3.2.1  Under-five mortality rate Data source:
WHO, 2020

Data source:
WHO, 2020

Neonatal mortality rate (deaths per 1,000 live births)

Projections based on the current AARR of 2.6%

Projections based on the AARR of 7% needed to reach the target

Under-five mortality rate (deaths per 1,000 live births)

Projections based on the current AARR of 3%

Projections based on the AARR of 9.7% needed to reach the target

INDICATOR 3.2.2  Neonatal mortality rate


